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E.O.: 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PROF, EAID, SA 

SUBJ: THE COMORO ISLANDS 

REF : AMEMBASSAODR MENDENHALL'S LETTER OF JAN 16 TO 
AMBASSADOR AKINS 

1. AMBASSADOR RAISED WITH ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER MOHAMMAD 
MAS'UD SUBJECT OF THE APPROACHING INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
COMORO ISLANDS. HE SAID OUR ONLY INTEREST IN THE ISLANDS 
WAS A NEGATIVE ONE, THAT THEY NOT FALL UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
OF RADICALS. HE THOUGHT THAT SAUDI ARABIA MIGHT SHARE THIS 
OPINION AND MIGHT ALSO WISH TO GIVE POSITIVE ASSISTANCE 

TO THE ISLANDS; THEY WERE ALMOST ENTIRELY MUSLIM AND BY ALL 
ACCOUNTS WERE MOST CONSERVATIVE. POPULATION WAS ONLY ABOUT 
100,000 AND A VERY SMALL AMOUNT OF AID COULD GO A LONG 
WAY. 

2. MAS'UD SAID THAT HE WAS SURE SAUDI ARABIA WOULD BE 
INTERESTED. HE TOOK NOTES AND SAID HE WOULD TOOK INTO 
THE MATTER. 

3. COMMENT: THE SAUDIS ALWAYS REACT IN THIS MANNER TO 
REQUESTES FOR AID FOR WORTHY CAUSES. THEY DO NOT, 
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SHOULD NOT BE HOLDING THEIR BREATH FOR SAUDI AID. BUT AT 
LEAST THE NAME IS NOW FAMILIAR. IT MIGHT BE WISE FOR A 
COMORIAN LEADER AFTER INDEPENDENCE TO COME TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

THROUGH HE NEED NOT BE RETICENT IN REQUESTING AID, WE 
SUGGEST THAT HE GIVE THE SAUDIS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE 
THE SUBJECT FIRST. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT SAUDIS RESPOND 
MUCH MORE FAVORABLY TO PROPOSALS FORHELP ON SPECIFIC 
PROBLEMS AND PROJECTS THAN FOR GENERAL BUDGETARY SUPPORT 
WHICH MIGHT GO ON FOREVER. 

AKINS 
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